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Our display uses mechanical elements to illustrate The Boy Who Drew Cats, a Japanese folktale. 

 

The story is about a boy who loves to draw cats, a skill deemed useless by adults around him. At the 

climax of the story, the cats come to life and destroy a goblin rat who has taken over a temple, and the 

boy becomes a respected person in his community. 

This display combines storytelling, a traditional library concern, with technology and craftsmanship, 

which is not always directly associated with libraries, but we are clearly exploring through MakerFest 

and other STEAM programs. The story itself is about a passionate impulse to make something, and the 

value of creativity to a community, even when its value is difficult to understand. The ghostly, 

supernatural aspects of the story also make it a great seasonal display. 

Library visitors are invited to interact with this display by turning a wheel and a cam to make elements 

of the display move. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplemental videos in this folder illustrate 

the movement of the display. 

 

 

Turning the white wheel 

on the left makes the 

boy’s arm and the cat’s 

eyes move. 

 

Turning the green drop 

cam allows the goblin rat 

to peek over the cabinet, 

then drop back down. 
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Library visitors are also invited to contribute to the display by drawing a cat. We received a cat drawing 

already and have added it to the display. We hope to add many community sourced cat drawings to the 

display over the next month. 

 

 

The display includes a tri-fold brochure with more information about the story, a booklist, and 

MakerFest information. A PDF of the tri-fold display is included in the supplemental materials. 
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The story of The Boy who Drew Cats is summarized on the display, along with information about 

MakerFest. 

 

 

Supplemental MakerFest display elements from our 

Communications Department arrived at University Place very 

late in our design process. We used them on a separate 

display board next to a variety of books related to MakerFest. 

 

The two displays 

are visible from 

the front desk of 

the library. 
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These photos show some of the mechanisms inside of the display. Customers can see some of the 

mechanisms working by peeking behind the screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


