
Continue your
creative journey at

MAKERFEST!

The Boy Who Drew Cats is a folktale from

Japan about a boy who only wants to draw

cats.

His skill is deemed useless by his farmer

parents and his teacher at the temple. He goes

into the world with one piece of advice: Avoid

large places at night, keep to the small.

He takes shelter in an abandoned temple,

and draws cats all over the walls. He does not

know that a goblin rat has taken over the

temple.

The boy remembers to "keep to the small,"

and crawls inside of a cabinet to sleep.

He hears the yowls and sounds of fighting in

the night...

Saturday, November 2, 2019
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
AgriPlex at the Washington State Fair Events Center
Enter at the Green Gate

For more information and a complete list of
exhibitors, visit:

stem.pcls.us/makerfest

A free, all ages celebration
of DIY culture.

The Boy Who Drew Cats

When the boy comes out of the cabinet in the

morning, he finds a giant dead rat on the floor

and red marks on the mouths and claws of the

cat drawings on the walls.

The people who live near the temple are

relieved that the demon rat has been

defeated, and the boy becomes a celebrated

and respected person in the community.

This display is dedicated to the

creative potential the resides inside

of all of us.

Feel free to turn the wheels on the

display to bring the story to life!



The Boy Who Drew Cats

Fairy Tale Comics

Rabbit Ears Folktales
of the Far East

Japanese Fairy Tales

Automata and
Mechanical Toys

Make: Paper Inventions

Cardboard Automataby Lafcadio Hearn and
others

The Boy Who Drew Cats was
first published in English by
Lafcadio Hearn in 1898. It was
later included in the collection
called Japanese Fairy Tales. The
book has been digitized and is
available for free from Google
Books and Internet Archive
(archive.org)

by Margaret Hodges

A beautifully illustrated
picture book that young
children will enjoy.

edited by Chris Duffy

A delightful comic book
version of The Boy Who
Drew Cats by Luke
Pearson is included in this
collection.

narrated by William Hurt

This audio book is
available through
Overdrive/Libby App

by Rodney Peppe
688.728 Peppe

Provides many inspiring
examples of automata created
by professional artists, with
instructions on building your
own.

by Kathy Ceceri
745.54 Ceceri

Create machines that move,
drawings that light up, and
structures you can cut, fold,
and roll.

by Exploratorium

This free online resource will
teach you how to build your
own cardboard automata.

Instructions for this project
and others available at:
tinkering.exploratorium.edu

The Boy Who Drew Cats has been retold many
different times. Several versions of this story
are part of the Pierce County Library
collection.

We encourage you to turn the wheels on our
display to make the characters from the story
move! Peek behind the screen to see how the
parts work.

The moving parts of this display were inspired
by pop up books and mechanical toys. Learn
more about building art that moves: How to Draw Cats andHow to Draw Cats and

KittensKittens

We invite you to contribute to our display by
drawing a cat. All cats are welcome! If you are
looking for inspiration, check out these fun
titles:

How to Draw Cute StuffHow to Draw Cute Stuff
by Angela Nguyen
J741.51 Nguyen

Learn to Draw Cats &Learn to Draw Cats &
KittensKittens

by J. C. Amberlyn
745.6975 Amberly

J743.6977 Drawing


